Finance Department Customer Service
The members of the Finance Department are as follows:
Name

Position

Direct Dial Phone

Email

Cammie Morin

Finance Director

707-455-4008

cmorin@sidwater.org

Clarissa Lu

Senior Staff Accountant

707-455-4002

clu@sidwater.org

Destiny Vender

Accounting Tech

707-455-4005

dvender@sidwater.org

Veronica Sanchez

Accounting Tech

707-455-4004

vsanchez@sidwater.org

Lucy Garcia

Accounting Clerk

707-455-4003

lgarcia-flores@sidwater.org
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SID QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

AG Distribution System
Automation

To facilitate customer service, our department is being restructured so that one of the accountants
will be sitting at the front reception desk in the lobby at our offices at 810 Vaca Valley Parkway,
Suite 201. In addition to assisting our customers and other guests, we will also performing other
accounting duties, such as processing invoices for payment, assisting with water bills, and payroll
accounting. We did not add a new staff member; we are simply moving existing staff to the front
desk.
When we need to be away from the front desk, a sign will be on display to instruct customers and
guests how to call the Finance department, and an accountant will come to the front desk as
quickly as possible to assist you.
Our department will be available between 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM to assist customers, via the phone or at the front desk.

By James Daniels

Overview
In order to save water and optimize operation of the agricultural water delivery system, the District has followed a multiyear program to invest in automation of several of its major
canals. Automating a canal involves installing electricallypowered water control gates that increase or decrease the
flow of water in the canal, and such gates on customer water
service structures on the canals called “turnouts.” These
electric gates are controlled by on-site computers that communicate wirelessly with a master control system located at
the District headquarters in Vacaville. The operators of the
delivery system, called “water tenders,” can monitor and adjust these gates through the water system, and the control
system itself can make adjustments to keep the water moving at the desired rates. This decreases the time the water
tenders have to travel the miles-long canals making adjustments to maintain the water flow rates to make their scheduled deliveries to customers.
Finished Projects

Solano Irrigation District
810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Suite 201
Vacaville, CA 95688

The Vaughn Main canal system was automated in 2015 and 2016, and the Weyand Main canal was automated in 2017
to 2019. Both of these main canals are northeast of Vacaville and west of Dixon. As a result, overflow of water into
drains (either to allow proper manual operation of the system or to release unplanned non-delivered water) has been
reduced 85%-95% compared to pre-automation spillage, conserving about 400-500 acre-feet of water each year. The
total cost to automate these two canals, the biggest in the District’s system, is $7.5 million.
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Future Plans
The next canal to be automated is Vaughn Lateral
5. This project has been delayed one year to 2020
to accommodate the USBR granting $1 million to
partially fund this project. Following this major project, the current plan is to finish automating several
major canals and some District-operated lift
pumps. These include:
• Vaughn Laterals 2, 3 and 4 which are fed by the
Vaughn Main Canal. This is planned for 2021 and
2022.

Contact Us

 Weyand Lateral 1 which is fed by the Weyand
Main Canal. This is planned for 2023 and 2024.

Solano Irrigation District
810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Ste. 201
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 448-6847

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

•

The Karnopp and Hemenway pumps
which are remotely located near Winters.
These are also planned for 2023 and
2024.
Following an extensive search MATTHEW E. HOBBS has been appointed Water and Power
Operations Manager of the Solano Irrigation District by District General Manager, Cary Keaten.
Hobbs appointment, effective July 8, 2019, fills the vacancy occurring when Kevin King left the
District to become General Manager of RD1000 in Sacramento.

Automation of the Vaughn and Weyand systems
will allow just two water tenders to operate these
systems where three tenders are needed now.
The District plans to add control system technicians to maintain the growing control systems. In
effect employees are changing from water tenders
into control system techs. While the District’s
workforce stays basically the same size it is now, it
becomes more effective in serving customers.
Full automation of SID water delivery requires automation of the Solano Project from the Monticello
Dam down to the Sweeny Check (a flow control
structure located at Sweeney Creek, north of
Vacaville). Manual operation of the Solano Project
cannot keep up with the constant adjustment of
flow rates into the Vaughn and Weyand systems
made by the District’s control system. This project
will be done by the Solano County Water Agency,
and the District will cooperate in it and coordinate its system operations with those of the Solano Project.
Ultimately it may be possible for customers to order their water from the District’s control system, which will automatically
schedule and deliver the water to their turnouts. We’ll see how feasible this is as experienced is gained with the system. The need for a water tender to oversee the operation of the automated delivery system is foreseen to always be
needed. We have to admit, though, that’s a long way from having lots of water tenders riding mules to operate relatively short lengths of long canals!

No Water Tax
By Cary Keaten

On July 24, 2019, Gov. Gavin Newsom signed SB 200 creating the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund. The Fund ultimately provides funding for drinking water solutions for disadvantaged communities in California.
The Solano Irrigation District, working with Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) and many
water agencies in the State, opposed a State-wide Water Tax to provide funding for disadvantaged communities. Instead, SID supported the ACWA lead effort to solve the problem through existing revenue
measures within the State. The solution was SB 200 sponsored by Senator Bill Monning of the 17 th State
Senate District which includes all of San Luis Obispo and Santa Cruz counties, and portions of Monterey
and Santa Clara counties.
Senator Monning worked with ACWA President Brent Hastey who said. “We’re thankful to the governor,
Senate President pro Tem Toni Atkins and Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon for their leadership and to
Senator Monning and other legislators who played key roles in solving this complex problem.”
The new 2019/20 State Budget sets forth funding by providing $130 million for safe drinking water solutions in disadvantaged communities. The funding comes from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) and the General
Fund ($100m and $30m respectively). After the first year, the funding will be 5% of the GGRF continuously appropriated but,
capped at $130 million per year.
Unfortunately, none of the funding will come to Solano County as none of the communities meet the “disadvantaged communities” requirements. But, the good news is there is NO Water Tax as a result of the compromise legislation.
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Hobbs is a California native and Solano County resident with over fifteen years of operations
and maintenance experience in both the public and private sector. He most recently served as
Project Engineer with Phillips 66 in Rodeo, California with broad responsibility for the refinery’s
above-ground storage tank program. He serves in the US Navy Reserve and currently holds
the rank of Commander / Chief Staff Officer. He served on active duty from 2010 to 2012 as
Executive Officer, Expeditionary Port Unity 117 in Alameda, CA. His experience includes Field
Operations Supervisor for the Orange Grove Irrigation District and Hydroelectric Plant operations for the Friant Power Authority. He holds a BS in Marine Engineering Technology and MS
in Transportation and Engineering Management, both from the CSU Maritime Academy in Vallejo.
MELISSA VIGNAU has
been appointed Water Delivery Operations Superintendent for the Solano Irrigation District.
Mrs.
Vignau’s appointment became effective August 15,
2019. Mrs. Vignau started
with the District in July
2014 as the Solano Project
Supervisor. Prior to working with the District she
served as the Chief of the
Resource
Management
Division for Central California Area Office for the Bureau of Reclamation. Her experience includes but is not limited to; Water operations, land administration, environmental
resource management, water contract negotiations, water
conservation, and liaison for government entities, local communities, regulatory agencies, and municipalities. She holds

a BS in Recreation Administration with an Emphasis in Parks
and Natural Resources Management from CSU, Chico.
VICTOR NAVA has been promoted to IT Projects Manager
effective June 19, 2019. Victor started working with the District as a Consultant in 2004
and became an SID employee in September of 2012 in
the capacity of IT Administrator. Victor's professional career has been built on a foundation of understanding his
customer's needs, striving to
provide excellent customer
service, and being able to
bridge the gap between the
IT professional and the customer through easy to understand communication.

Solano Irrigation District ACH– Autopay - NOW AVAILABLE!
By Clarissa Lu

Solano Irrigation District now offers a new ACH-Autopay option for our water customers without any additional convenience
fees. Set up recurring payments and never worry about missing a payment again.
ACH-Autopay is a recurring payment feature, allowing water bills to be paid automatically on the last business day of the
month that the water bill is received. Customers may choose to set a maximum limit on the amount to be paid or choose to
always pay the full amount due. Water bills will continue to arrive in the mail. If the water bill exceeds a selected ACHAutopay maximum limit, the water bill will show an additional balance due.

To enroll, please call us at 707-455-4005 to send you an enrollment form, or visit our website at www.sidwater.org, choose “I
Want To…” and click on “Sign up for ACH-Autopay” to find the enrollment form. Complete the form and mail it to us at 810
Vaca Valley Parkway, Suite 201, Vacaville, CA 95688.
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