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New generators key to firefighting efforts during
LNU Lightning Complex Wildfire
By Janet Zimmerman

DUE TO RECENT PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS OUR OFFICE WILL NOT BE RECEIVING IN PERSON PAYMENTS. A
DROP BOX IS AVAILABLE IN THE SID PARKING LOT LOCATED AT 810 VACA VALLEY PARKWAY, VACAVILLE.

The LNU Lightning Complex Fire may be contained, but recovery is ongoing for many people in the community.
The ordeal tested the strength and resilience of many and
bolstered resolve in the region to increase planning and
preparation for future fires and other emergencies. Five people in Solano County died and at least 80 customers of Solano Irrigation District lost their homes in the firestorm.
Beginning the evening of August 18th, SID crews jumped
into action, working throughout the night to maintain pressure in the system so homeowners had the water they needed to protect their lives and properties. Many employees
continued to work despite being under evacuation orders or
suffering fire damage to their own homes.

Solano Irrigation District
810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Suite 201
Vacaville, CA 95688

Unfortunately, SID crews were not successful in maintaining The Blue Ridge Oaks Pump Station w/generator. The local
water during the peak of the blaze as exposed pipes melted, fire agency aggressively fought the fire in BRO Wednesday
evening and saved 22 of 24 homes.
power lines burned and telemetry communication systems
ceased working. Some SID customers didn’t lose water service but many did.
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By mid-morning August 19th, most of the impacted water systems were functional thanks to SID’s stand-by
generators. The generators provided power to well sites, pumping stations and treatment plants to maintain
or restore service.
The month before the start of the fire, the Board of Directors had authorized $1.1 million for the purchase of
10 generators, which were scheduled to be placed in the field on September 1st in anticipation of fall Public
Safety Power Shutoffs (PSPS) by PG&E. During a series of January 2020 outreach meetings, customers
said they strongly supported the purchase of back-up power generators after extended PSPS events last
year.

Contact Us
Solano Irrigation District
810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Ste. 201
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 448-6847

“At the time the fires swept through, none of the generators had been tested or configured so staff went into
emergency mode to get them up and running and deployed across many miles of service area,” SID General
Manager Cary Keaten said. “Despite incredible pressure and time constraints, employees were able to protect public assets and help with public safety as best as possible given the swiftness of the firestorm.”
(Continued on page 2)
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SID Board Prioritizes Help for LNU
Lightning Complex Fire Victims

New Generators Key to Firefighting Efforts (Continued from page 1)

In responding to the emergency’s aftermath, the Board of Directors voted to suspend the fixed portion of service charges
for those customers whose homes were destroyed for up to
one year or, when they choose to resume water service. A oneyear hold on the fixed water charge and
capital replacement charge would be put
in place upon a request from the customer.

In the early hours of the fire’s aftermath, most of SID’s pressur- Management Agency to recoup $165,000 for fire repairs.
ized water systems were being powered by the generators. If approved, ratepayers will not be burdened with the cost.
Each system required a unique approach because of the differBy Janet Zimmerman
ences in locations, environment and fire threat.
On September 15, the Solano Irrigation DisAir Release Valve off trict Board of Directors met to authorize imThe District has since transitioned back to PG&E power at all
Brehme Lane melted
facilities, but the generators allowed SID to have power either
mediate action to help the 80 customers who
and sprayed water until
during or immediately after the emergency. A few of the generlost their homes in the recent LNU Lightning
it could be repaired late
ators operated for a couple of weeks while PG&E replaced its
in the day August 19, Complex Fire.
destroyed power grid.
2020. This type of re- “So many people lost so much in these fires.
pair (i.e. melted above
“The Board’s investment in generators was an important factor
As a member of this community, it is the Disground vent, melted
in preventing worse damage from an incredibly challenging
trict’s responsibility to recognize that need
water meter, melted
situation,” Keaten said.
SCADA conduit, etc.) and help when possible,” said Board Presirepeated itself several dent John D. Kluge.
Five of SID’s water systems were impacted by the fire – Vaca
hundred times in differValley (the homes off Pleasants Valley Road), Quail Canyon,
Five of the District’s water systems were iment locations. But, no
Pleasant Hills Ranch Estates, Gibson Canyon and Blue Ridge
pacted by the emergency – Vaca Valley,
major
infrastructure
Oaks – and many were overrun by the blaze.
Quail Canyon, Pleasant Hills Ranch Estates,

was lost.

The District has made it a priority to restore equipment and assist customers who are rebuilding homes destroyed by the fire.
Under the State and Federal government’s emergency declaration, SID was able to file a claim with the Federal Emergency

The fixed water charge pays for operational costs and the capital replacement
charge is collected for future improvements; although neither fee is dependent
on how much water is used, it is important revenue for the funding of each
system. Nonetheless, Kluge said, “we
hope waiving these charges, even temporarily, can help with rebuilding and
recovery.”

We do not know how many homeowners will take advantage of
Gibson Canyon and Blue Ridge Oaks. SID crews continued
the option. Some of the fire victims have said they will continue
through October to repair damaged equipment and instruments
to use water and others indicated they would resume use within
at well sites, pumping stations and treatment plants that were in
a few months. Once water starts flowing to a property, the
the path of the wildfire.
charges will be reinstated.
Despite the damage, all water service is operational across the
District’s 112-square-mile service area.

Message from the General Manager: COVID-19 Update WHAT Water Quality Parameter
By Cary Keaten

should be sampled Post-FIRE?

Like everyone else in the country, we continue to be vigilant against the COVID-19
virus. Although we’ve had some concerns, none of our employees have tested for the
virus. This is likely due to following the CDC guidelines of practicing distancing, wearing face coverings, washing hands, etc. Also, we hold weekly virtual safety forums to
keep out staff informed and reminded of safety protocols. Plus, luck never hurts.

By Sue Murphy

Wildfire: You’ve no doubt noticed the articles regarding the LNU Complex fires.
While the wildfire had a major impact to our customers in the Vaca Valley, Gibson
Canyon, Quail Canyon, Blue Ridge Oaks areas, all of our other service systems were
largely unimpacted. Many of you may know we own and operate the powerplant at
the base of Monticello Dam. Power generated at the site is uploaded into PG&E’s
grid and fed to Napa and Sonoma Counties. During the wildfire, we were unable to generate for the first 24 hours but, back
online Wednesday evening August 19th. This may not seem like a big deal but, the monies we generate from the power sales to
PG&E helps us subsidize our water rates so, it’s a big deal. This year, for example, we expect to receive about $2 million from
power sales. Power generation and sales will be the subject of a full newsletter article in the near future as there’s a lot of interesting background that benefits you.

cated sampling stations. Following the specific sample collection instructions, and the state certified Laboratory rushed the
results over the weekend. No fire related contamination was
detected.

The recent LNU fire in Solano County had a major impact on
five of the nine Public Water Systems Solano Irrigation District
operates: Blue Ridge Oaks, Gibson Canyon, Pleasant Hills
Ranch Estates, Quail Canyon, and Rural North Vacaville Water District. Boil Water Notices were issued for each of these
systems, once a Boil Water Notice is issued only the State
Health Department can cancel them after bacteriological samples indicate no contamination from bacteria.

A second round of sampling occurred in mid-September, this
time at a representative number of burned structures following
the specific sampling protocol. The Lab rushed the results, and
again no fire related contamination was detected. After the first
rainfall additional sampling will occur, and SID will be monitoring these systems at a more frequent rate to insure results are
acceptable.

If you have any questions or concerns please call or email
S. Murphy, SID Water Quality Specialist at 707-455-4021 or
After recent major CA fires more has been learned about how a smurphy@sidwater.org
water system can be contaminated from a fire. In addition to
bacterial contamination, volatile organic compounds can enter
the distribution pipes from burned structures. After consultation
with the State Division of Drinking Water, and their Post-FIRE
expert a sampling plan with detailed method specific sample
Finally, I want to thank you, our customers, for being nothing short of wonderful in understanding inconveniences during COVID- collection procedures was prepared.
19 and the Wildfires. Our hearts go out to those of you who lost property. Let us know if you think there’s something we can do.
The first round of sampling occurred as soon as the fire was
If we’re not meeting your expectation, call me Cary Keaten at (707) 455-4009.
out and the area safe to enter on Saturday August 22. Samples
were taken at all the regulated compliance locations, from dediThanks and Take Care!
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