SID Says Goodbye & Thanks!
In April and May of 2017, SID will be saying goodbye to two of its best. Mike Doyle, Jr. SID’s Maintenance Supervisor and Octavio ‘Tavo” Lizarraga SID’s Ag Operations Supervisor will be retiring after lengthy careers at the District. The work of these two
gentlemen has made a profound impact on our agency and community. Our ability to provide reliable water service over the
last 25 plus years has been a direct reflection of the dedication of Mr. Doyle and Mr. Lizarraga. They’re leaving a legacy which
will be felt here at the District for a very long time. Thank you Mike and Tavo for all that you have done and we wish you the
best of luck in your retirement. You both deserve all the best that life has to offer; enjoy it, we will miss you greatly.
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Mike Doyle, Jr.

There’s a movie quote by Denzel Washington; “You pray for
rain, you gotta deal with the mud too”. Well, for the past four
years, we here in California have collectively prayed for rain.
Our prayers were answered and it rained, a lot. The extraordinary rise of the water level in Lake Berryessa, over 45 feet
since October 2016, was only seen a couple times in history,
once in 1960 and again in 1993 . We added about 800,000
acre-feet to water in storage to the reservoir. The rise caused
the lake to spill February 17, 2017 with the mesmerizing images of water draining down the Glory Hole garnering nationwide
attention.

Octavio “Tavo Lizarraga
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(Lake Berryessa Update continued on page 2)
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Potential SID-County Partnership?
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3rd Article in a Multi-part Series

In our last update “who manages your groundwater”, we
were pursuing a two (2) – path approach to setting up a
governance structure as required by the 2014 Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). Path 1 was a multi
-party governance where SID would have 1 of 16 votes.
Path 2 was single-party governance consisting of only SID.
This article updates you on the latest developments.

SID MISSION
Solano Irrigation
District’s mission is
to provide safe and
reliable water to
our farms, families
and businesses.

Partnering with the proposed 16-member Solano Joint Powers Agency Groundwater Sustainability Agency (JPA-GSA) is Path 1. This path contains 14 other agencies, or similar
members. The total JPA voting membership was 16 with SID having 1 of the 16 votes.
Some members had many votes, for example the County had assigned 3 votes (2 Supervisorial positions and an appointed position). Agencies joining the Solano JPA-GSA would
have to sign over their right to manage groundwater to the new JPA-GSA.

(SGMA Update continued on page 3)
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Lake Berryessa Update & SID Ag Water Allocation

(Continued from page 1)
(Continued from page 1)
LAKE BERRYESSA STORAGE

While we are thankful for the increase
in water supply, there can be too much
of a good thing or, mud. First, mud in
the literal sense. Many of our growers
can’t get into their fields because it’s
still too muddy and it’s still raining!
Second, mud in the figurative sense, it
may seem counterintuitive, but SID will
actually have less water available to
use in 2017 then it had in 2016 - all
because there was too much water in
the lake.
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For the last five years, SID has slowly
built a reserve water supply in Lake
Berryessa. This reserve supply, known
600,000
as Solano Project Carryover Water,
was at nearly 100,000 acre-feet at the
400,000
end of 2016, nearly 80% of an annual
supply. We think of this as our “savings
account” that we draw upon on occa200,000
sions. Unfortunately the “Rules of the
Lake” and contract with the lake’s own0
er, the US Bureau of Reclamation, dictate when the lake spills into the Glory
Hole, like it did this year, the carryover storage (savings account) is essentially reset to zero. Water purveyors, like SID, forfeit any
saved water.

On March 21st, SID’s Board of Directors voted to discontinue discussions regarding Path 1. The main reasons for leaving Path 1 were:


Although properties in SID encompassed about 25% of the irrigated lands, it would have been vastly outvoted and, therefore, couldn’t adequately represent the interests of the properties composing
SID.



Additionally, properties in SID benefit from not just groundwater
but, imported surface water. As such, there has been significant
investment in multiple water resources that benefit groundwater.
But, SID would have little say in how the benefits are used.



Lastly, JPA-GSA group developed a set of Binding Principals but, in the end, SID could be out-voted on any issue facing the
group, even binding principal issues.
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Fortunately, SID does have a full allocation of 121,000 acre-feet for agricultural irrigation purposes for the 2017 water year. The full
water allocation allowed the SID Board of Directors to approve a 2017 Ag Water Allocation of 4.1 acre-feet per acre at its March 21,
2017 meeting.
This is the second year of implementing the Ag Water Allocation Policy. Last year’s initial allocation of 3.8 acre-feet per acre was
adjusted in July 2016 by the Board, allowing the use of more water, as there was plenty remaining for that year. The Board will
look at the allocation again in July 2017 and make an adjustment, if possible, per the adopted policy.
The SID Ag Water Allocation Policy is available on our website at www.sidwater.org. If you have questions regarding the policy or
its implementation, please contact Kevin King, SID Water & Power Operations Manager, at (707) 455-4013.

Pleasant Hills Ranch Estates
The Pleasant Hills Ranch Estates (PHRE) Water Treatment Plant is nearing completion. Pall Corporation, the vendor supplying the
treatment plant, will begin commissioning the plant to produce drinking water in late April. The plant is a packaged (in a shipping
container) microfiltration plant capable of being operated remotely. The District saved about $400,000 with this approach.
Once the plant begins producing water, the District can begin to convert the raw water pipelines to drinking water. This process will
take some time (several months). In the meantime, the water is still be considered “raw” water and PHRE residents need to continue the bottled water program. Also, the District will be working to secure a permit to operate the new drinking water system through
the State Department of Drinking Water (DDW).
Once the drinking water permit is received, the District will be able to issue WillServe letters for new construction in the PHRE subdivision. A building moratorium has been in place for the subdivision for a number of years. Overall, the
project cost is almost $3.6 million but, the District did receive a grant from the
State for $2 million. Long-term, the residents in PHRE and others who benefit
will be paying the District back for the balance of about $1.6 million.

By joining the larger JPA-GSA (as an analogy), we would be filling a basket of apples in a large table with no control over who
takes the apples. From our perspective, the apples should be for the benefit of whoever paid for the apples. This is why our fulltime focus is now on making Path 2 work.
Path 2, however, has changed a bit and is now focused on a partnership with the County. We reached out to Solano County and
asked them if they’d like to partner in the management of the groundwater resources underlying SID properties. We did this because, under SGMA, the County also has the authority to manage groundwater and the County was not planning to relinquish that
authority. Therefore, partnering with the County heads off a potential legal conflict between SID and the County. Ironically, partnering with the County on an SID-County GSA achieves all the goals that were sought in Path 1. For example, both the County
and SID will have equal responsibility to develop and manage a Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the benefit of lands underlying
SID.
The staff members of both SID and the County have been meeting to develop the legal document that creates the SID-County Joint
Powers Agency. We’ve made good progress and hope to have a public draft soon.
You may have recently read the City of Vacaville is also considering establishing an independent GSA. At their April 11 th Council
meeting, they set a date of April 25th to hold a formal vote but, they expressed similar concerns as SID regarding the larger JPAGSA group such as; “…minimal representation ... need more control over their future than just 1 of 15 vote … entities outside the
City has too much control ... non-elected personnel having authority to set taxes [fees] in the City ... invested millions developing
multiple water resources and, can't let an outside agency control those resources.”
From SID’s perspective, we fully understand Vacaville’s decision and look forward to working with them as a partner. Both SID and
Vacaville have multiple water resources and have successfully partnered in managing them for many years. With both agencies
established as a GSA, the partnership simply moves forward.
Be sure to read the next groundwater update in July as, this issue is not going away any time soon. The good news is we’re m aking progress on a potential partnership with the County. I’m hopeful SID and the County will solidify its partnership. If we do, we
will have accomplished our original goal set 3-years ago of having a strong voice in making sure groundwater underlying SID properties remain the benefit of those very properties.
Also, if you have questions, email me at ckeaten@sidwater.org or, call 707-455-4009.

If anyone has questions, please contact Paul Fuchslin, Director of Engineering,
at 707-455-4020 or by email at pfuchslin@sidwater.org
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