To our Gibson Canyon customers,
we are happy to announce that the
loan with the State Water Resources
Control Board has been paid in-full,
and the annual assessment on your
property taxes of $800 has ended.

If you have a question on
paying your water bill please
give us a call.
Destiny Vendor - 707-455-4005

As you may recall (if you were an
owner at the time), the Solano Irrigation District secured a $2,124,896
loan in 1999 to construct the water
treatment plant and related infrastructure for the Gibson Canyon Improvement District customers. The annual interest
rate was 2.320%. Starting in 2000 your Solano County property tax bill has had a line
item charge entitled 7803 SID Other and, as a result, you have been collecting funds
through the assessment. The County forwarded the funds to the District who then paid
the State loan.

Customer Service Representative

We are happy to inform you the loan is paid off and the $800 assessment will no longer
be charged to your property. Paying off the loan a bit early allowed Gibson Canyon
customers to avoid about $66,500 in additional interest payments.

Director of Finance

Should you have any questions, please call Cammie Morin, the District’s Director of
Finance.

Solano Irrigation District
810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Suite 201
Vacaville, CA 95688
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Accounting Clerk & Primary

Veronica Sanchez-Miranda
707-455-4004
Accounting Clerk
Clarissa Lu - 707-455-4002
Senior Staff Accountant
Cammie Morin - 707-455-4008
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SID GSA!
4th Article in a Multi-part Series

In our last update “Potential SID-County Partnership”, we were
pursuing management of the groundwater within SID’s jurisdiction in partnership with the County. Basically, due to philosophical differences, the County pulled out of the negotiations
and allowing SID to exclusively manage groundwater within its
boundaries. In other words, SID is the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for its jurisdiction in the Solano Subbasin.
We consider SID being an exclusive GSA for its jurisdiction in the Solano Subbasin good news for the properties. For
example:


With the SID GSA, properties within SID have a combined governance for surface water and groundwater. This is
important because we control our own destiny in managing our resources into the future.



SID properties conjunctively use surface water and groundwater resources. This is not true for many properties in
the Subbasin who rely solely on groundwater. Because of this, the SID GSA can focus multiple resources on
problem spots.



The interests of properties in SID will be directly addressed by an SID GSA rather than being weighed against
fifteen (15) other voting members if we were part of a larger GSA.



SID was formed in 1948 for the purpose of managing groundwater resources and bringing in surface water. As
such, we have almost 70 years of experience in managing both the surface and groundwater resources within
SID. We will be putting that knowledge into sustainably managing both resources into the future.
(SGMA Update continued on page 3)

SID’s Newly Designed Website
We are pleased to announce the launch of our newly designed website! After
months of hard work and dedication, we are proud to officially announce the launch
on June 21, 2017. The new site launch is available and the URL is
www.sidwater.org.
Our goal with this new website is to provide our customers and visitors an easier
way to learn about SID’s services and to allow them to browse information based on
their own choice. The new website gives better access to specific pages.
We hope you find the new website with a fresh look, easy to access information and we also wish to establish this portal as a source of
information for those who visit our site.
We would also like to thank our amazing staff at Solano Irrigation District who spent their time and energy to make this site what it is.
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Municipal and Industrial (M&I) Service Area
Condition Assessment
What is a condition assessment and why are we doing it? A condition
assessment is a review of all the assets within an improvement area.
Essentially, the assets are all the pieces (pipes, treatment plants, meters, valves, pumps, etc.) of the water system that collectively work together to provide water to your property. The condition assessment will
focus on the Municipal and Industrial (M&I) areas of the District (Gibson
Canyon, Blue Ridge Oaks, Quail Canyon, Stocking Ranch, Paradise Valley, etc.). Currently, the Capital Improvement Plans for the M&I areas
use industry-standard life cycles for assets to establish a replacement
schedule. The industry standards are based on national or regional averages. Local conditions can vary the true life cycles. For example, consider hillsides where soils tend to move a lot: the pipelines buried in them
may have a reduced service life compared to the national average.
A condition assessment begins with an inventory of the assets (the asset
list) and includes a review of the assets’ maintenance history and expected remaining life based on in-situ conditions. The District has been working on such an inventory and is getting close to completion. We are scheduled to
inspect storage tanks this winter. We will also pull a random sample of meters and test them for accuracy.
Based on the results of the condition assessment, replacement schedules for assets (or the various pieces of the
water system) will be updated. If the operation of certain assets, like meters, is shown to be better than the national average then we will push replacement out to a later date. Likewise, if critical assets are found to be failing or
anticipated to imminently fail, then staff would ask the Board to amend the plan to expedite replacements. In addition, SID will use the results of the condition assessment and asset list will be used to plan long term replacements as part of the next Improvement Plan update, anticipated in 2021. SID uses all the funds collected from
your area through the capital replacement charge (CRC) on your water bills within your area to pay for the
planned replacements.
We look forward to providing future updates and publishing the condition assessment report so all our customers
can see what is needed to ensure a reliable water supply in the future

Contact Us
Give us a call for information about our services
Solano Irrigation District
810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Ste. 201
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 448-6847

Groundwater Update
(Continued from page 1)

The Solano Subbasin is large and covers the
eastern part of Solano County and parts of Yolo and Sacramento County. As of the end of June, there are fifteen (15)
GSA’s registered with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR). SID is one, the City of Vacaville is another,
and a joint powers authority including the county and several
other local governments is another. Twelve different reclamation districts within the subbasin have also registered as separate GSAs.
I understand that although there are fifteen (15) GSAs today,
in 2018 the DWR will accept petitions to modify the boundaries
of certain groundwater basins. At that time, I would expect
most of the Reclamation District’s to petition to form a separate
“basin” and to also petition to declassify that separate basin from a “medium priority” to “low priority” basin.
Such an action would cause them to NOT have to go through the expense of developing and maintaining a
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP). In the end, I would expect a half a dozen or so GPSs (counting the
SID GSA) in the Solano Subbasin. The 2014 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) required
several basic milestones; establish GSAs in 2017, write and submit GSPs by 2022 (for us since we’re a
“medium priority” basin) and become sustainable by 2040. The development of a GSP is the next important
step for the SID GSA. To that end, we’re coordinating with the other GSAs in the Subbasin to apply for a
DWR Planning Grant. The DWR is issuing matching grants of up to $1.0 million. So, we want to be in line
to get a grant to help fund the expense of preparing a GSP.
We will discuss more of what it takes to prepare a GSP in the next quarterly article. If you have questions,
email me at ckeaten@sidwater.org or, call 707-455-4009.
SID launched a campaign a couple years ago to improve its customer service. In fact, we adopted a new logo with the word
“Service” pasted prominently
across the front. I’m aware, however, that adopting a new logo
doesn’t mean we’re always great
at providing service. So, please
let me know how we’re doing.
Let me know of a concern. I’ll do
my best to find solutions. Send me an email at ckeaten@sidwater.org
or, call (707) 455-4080.
Cary Keaten, General Manager
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SID MISSION STATEMENT
Solano Irrigation District’s mission is
to provide safe and reliable water to
our farms, families and businesses.

