Finance Department Customer Service
The members of the Finance Department are as follows:
Name

Position

Direct Dial Phone

Email

Cammie Morin

Finance Director

704-455-4008

cmorin@sidwater.org

Clarissa Lu

Senior Staff Accountant

707-455-4002

clu@sidwater.org

Destiny Vender

Accounting Tech

707-455-4005

dvender@sidwater.org

Veronica Sanchez

Accounting Tech

707-455-4004

vsanchez@sidwater.org

Lucy Garcia

Accounting Clerk

707-455-4003

lgarcia-flores@sidwater.org

SOLANO IRRIGATION DISTRICT
Pulling in Partners to
Fund GSP Development

To facilitate customer service, our department is being restructured so that one of the accountants
will be sitting at the front reception desk in the lobby at our offices at 810 Vaca Valley Parkway,
Suite 201. In addition to assisting our customers and other guests, we will also performing other
accounting duties, such as processing invoices for payment, assisting with water bills, and payroll
accounting. We did not add a new staff member; we are simply moving existing staff to the front
desk.
When we need to be away from the front desk, a sign will be on display to instruct customers and
guests how to call the Finance department, and an accountant will come to the front desk as
quickly as possible to assist you.
Our department will be available between 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM to assist customers, via the phone or at the front desk.

Solano Irrigation District
810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Suite 201
Vacaville, CA 95688
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SID QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

By Cary Keaten, General Manager
The Solano Irrigation District (District) Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) is partnering with a group of GSAs in
Solano and Sacramento County to form a collaborative for
the purpose of applying for $1,000,000 State grant funds and
for preparing a single basin-wide Groundwater Sustainability
Plan or, GSP.
As some readers may recall, the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act of 2014 required groundwater basins to
form GSPAs and to develop sustainability plans by 2022.
The eastern half of Solano County is located within the Solano Subbasin of the Sacramento River Basin (identified as 521.66 in DWR Bulletin 118). The Subbasin also includes
some portions of Sacramento County.

Sweeney-McCune Weir
By Justin Hopkins, Senior Civil Engineer
The Sweeney-McCune
Creek Outflow Recovery and Automation
Project (Project) is intended to capture runoff
flows from growers’
fields and the District’s
operational spill flows
for the beneficial reuse
of the water before the
water leaves the District’s boundary. The Project is estimated to capture approximately 12,000 acre-feet annually for redistribution to adjacent orchards and to the
District’s nearby distribution system. The additional
supplies provided by the Project are vital in helping the
District meet the projected future water demands identified in the 2015 Water Shortage Risk Analysis

The GSAs in the Subbasin are partnering for two main reasons; first, the GSPs need to coordinate with each other and
second, partnering will significantly reduce the cost to each
GSA in preparing a single GSP for the Subbasin. In fact, the
total estimated cost to prepare a GSP is $3,592,000. With
$1,000,000 grant funds, the partners or, Collaborative, need To accomplish the task of capturing District outflows,
to fund the remaining $2,592,000 rather than the whole the District designed for two long-crested weir installaamount.
tions at the confluence of the Sweeney Channel and
When thinking about preparing a GSP, two questions come the McCune Channel in the Dixon area. Each weir into mind, first, who’s in the Collaborative and why is it so ex- cludes a Rubicon SlipMeter, an automated sluice gate
pensive?
that can maintain upstream water level and measure
flow rates to allow water to pass through the weir walls
The Solano Subbasin GSP Collaborative is made of;
for downstream users. The weirs are separated by a
 Solano Subbasin GSA
dividing wall, which will
allow the District to con Solano Irrigation District GSA
trol each of the channels
independently.
 Vacaville GSA
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Contact Us
Solano Irrigation District
810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Ste. 201
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 448-6847
Visit us on the web at www.sidwater.org



The dividing wall is also
equipped with a sluice
 North Delta GSA (pending but, includes the 12 Reclamation
gate for equalizing water
District GSAs)
levels and/or flows in the
Sweeney and McCune Channels to assist in maximizing the beneficial use of the captured water. (Sweeney(Pulling in Partner to Fund GSP Development continued on page 2)
Sacramento County GSA

McCune Weir continued on page 3)
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Sawtelle Drain Culvert Replacement

Sweeney-McCune Weir

By Justin Hopkins, Senior Civil Engineer

In June 2017, the
District was alerted to
a sink hole in HawSID MISSION STATEMENT
kins
Road.
After
Solano Irrigation District’s mission is to
some investigation,
provide safe and reliable water to our
District staff deterfarms, families and businesses.
mined that a portion
of Hawkins Road had
been undermined by
a failing culvert for the Sawtelle Drain. In collaboration
with Solano County the roadway was closed, the void
filled with concrete-sand slurry, and the roadway was (Continued from page 1)
reopened temporarily while the District formulated a The expense of the GSP is based on State requirements and
the type of work that’s necessary to meet the requirements.
plan for the culvert rehabilitation.

Pulling in Partners to Fund GSP
Development

In August, the District’s Board of Directors approved an
amendment to the District’s Rehabilitation and Betterment Program Budget for the replacement of the failed
2 - 48” corrugated metal pipe (CMP) culverts. District
staff designed a new, single 59”x81” CMP arch culvert
to replace the failed pipes.

For example, the state requires the compilation of historical
and current groundwater conditions. This data will be used to
build and calibrate a Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model. The
Model will be used to develop a Water Budget for the Subbasin. Once the Water Budget is developed, then the rubber
meets the road, so to speak. Specifically, the Water Budget
allows for the development of the sustainability plan, the
GSP.

The benefit of the arch culvert is that it conveys high
debris filled winter flows much better than a 2 – 48” pipe
configuration. Mainly, debris does not get hung up between the double barrels of a 2 pipe configuration.

The GSP will contain sustainability goals, address undesirable results, develop minimum thresholds, and ongoing measurable objectives. For most, this will be the most visible and
talked about part of the GSP. This will also be the part where
you and your neighbors will want involvement, information
Immediately after the completion of the 2017 water and a good understanding of how it may impact your properseason, District staff closed Hawkins Road and ties.

installed the new CMP arch culvert. The culvert is
currently operational and Hawkins Road has been The GSP development process will make a significant effort
permanently reopened. The total cost of the pro- to keep you informed and involved by holding public meetings, outward‐bound communications, regularly updated webject was about $130,000.
sites, and mailings such as postcards or emails.
The GSP development process
starts early next year (in 2018)
and ends late 2021. If you have
questions about the process or
want to make sure you are on
an email or notification list for
planned meetings, call me at
(707) 455-4009 or email me at
ckeaten@sidwater.org.
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(Continued from page 1)

The District selected the installation of long-crested weirs for
the Project because; first, the 8 feet tall weirs will back water
up, allowing water to be diverted out of the channels through
turnout structures during the irrigation season. Second, the
weir crests, total 350 feet and will allow for the passage of
large storm water flow with little increase in the upstream water surface elevation. This allows for the Sweeney and McCune Channels’ design flow rates to pass over the weir structure while maintaining an upstream water level that is within
the confines of the channels. Also, to further decrease impacts to storm flows during the non-irrigation season, each
weir includes removable plates, allowing lower flows and
aquatic life to pass through as they did historically.
The Project is a milestone for the District by securing alternative water sources for meeting future water demands and increasing the District’s overall water use efficiency. Also, a
second phase of the project will install infrastructure to deliver water to the District’s Weyand Lateral 4 distribution system, relieving existing capacity issues.
Project design commenced in mid-2015, concurrently with the required environmental processes. Design was
completed in April 2016 but, environmental permitting issues delayed the construction until August 2017. Although there are some SCADA modifications yet to be completed, the main construction was wrapped in December 2017.
Funding for the Project was a collaboration with an
adjacent landowner, Triantis Partners, the Bureau of
Reclamation and the District’s own Rehabilitation &
Betterment Program. The total project cost was approximately $2.2 million. Funding sources were; $1.6
million from the District’s Rehabilitation & Betterment
Program, an Agricultural Water Conservation and
Efficiency Grant from the USBR for $360,000, and a
$240,000 contribution from Triantis Partners. If the
District is able to capture, meter, and use all of the
estimated 12,000 acre-feet annually, the project will pay for itself in approximate 4 years.
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